Kimberleyand beyonsy Crusaders Part 8  Nov 11-2018¢ 15,400km (9,625miles) from home

Ningaloo Coast¢ Swimming with humpbacksg / 2 NI £ . | & X

Western Australia where.desert meets the I_r_zdian Ocean: Ningaloo Reef

Theruggedarid Cape Rangdesert meets théNingaloo Reefn contrastto sparkling white beaches,

turquoise waters and stunning underwater scenery. This World Heritage area expands over 6,065 squart
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seond longest An incredibly biodiverse marine environmehtmeto over 200 coral fiskarieties

5000ther fish specieplusa host of crustaceans, molluscs and corals.

In places the reef comes right up to the beach and extends as little as 200m offshore.

The arid climate of the Ningalom&st keeps the water very cleqaa mustto sustain goodoralhealth.

In the southern winter months between June and Octobempback whalegpass through the marine
park on their way to the Kimberley where they mate and give birth.

On their way back to the Antarctimothers and their newborn calvegest and playn the warm waters
of the Exmouth Gul\We take up the opportunity to swim with thesevonderful creatured
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As part of a running trial, selected operators germitted to take snorkellers to the waters for «ghose
encounters with the humpbacks.

Anencounter operates like this

Circling above, spotter planeN>} RA2 4 (GKS gKIf SQa O22NRAyYyFGSa G2
into view of the boata few hundred yards awag signal is given telide into the water (quickly and
quietly, keeping disturbances to a minim).

A maximum of seven swimmers plus two guides are allowtextive water at any one time.

In the water, oulead guidereceives instructionsia handheld radidrom the pilot overheadasin which
direction to swim

The whales travel fast and timing is of the essence to meeafiproachingcetaceans

Despite best effortef all involved (pilot, crew, guides & snorkelleit®@re remainsan element of

WK A G -sthis¥sinét a Disneyland ride but a raw encounter with unpredictable ngtnales
suddenlydiving deepor diverting course).

Neverthelesswe do get lucky.. what unforgettable momentsOn two occasions &malewhale, with
new-born calftucked in close by her side, passus within metres!

(underwaterpictures below curtesy ofl3land CruisefExmouth)



3-Islands whale watch boat




Spotter plane above

Humpback mother

& calf approaching Snorkellers lined up
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Humpback whale at Exmouth/Ningaloo Reef




From humpback whales
to humping turtles!

Exploring the Ningaloo &ef

Desert meets ocean: Yardie Creek with Ningaloo Reef
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Welcome to Ningaloo Reef |

Tropical Kayjayfish

Turquoise Bay/Ningaloo




Going deeper




A fine Rankin Cod makes
top dinner plate tucker

» Your lunch

+ Any other dri

+ Suitable clothing.
+ Camera

Sorry Not
* Large eskys (u
* Hand held GPS.
+ Banana’s (yes really).

Where you aware obuchdrasticfishing rules in force on fishing charters the world ovef#/V

We camp at Yardie Creek Station in Cape Ran(
National Park.
Exmouth and the gulf area arknown as ﬂ][n%}ggg d?)— the (’;own W23657 Elrr/lgs,’s
G/ 20t 2yS 1tfSe¢a attened by winds over 267km/h,
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the town. To prepare, pepple peed to create
One of the residents hawell preparedfor the an emergency Kit, trim trees, have
looming cyclone season as thegictures below a way to secure loose objects
illustrate (interesting to notethat even cars including cars and boaté(!),and
and boats are classified { 2 2 @ & ScOard € | now where they will bunker down
I .

to fathom). if the alert goes red.
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Stunning beauty - Coral Bay

Skeleton Bayhasthe largest recorded annual aggregation of reef sharks within Ningaloo Marine Park.
This aggregation consistsldfck andwhite-tip reef sharksgrey reef and lemon sharkgregnant
females and shark pups.

Watching a school of Blacktip pups
in the shallows of Coral Bay shark sanctuary




Fierce southerly winds have been howling ever since Exmoptlté water is only 2264F.
2§ 2yfte fl1 &l on afddgciddoheddayoniauh&Budy ridésieatitd explore
the sand hills near Coral Bay




Exploring Coral Bay

All the while keeping an eye out for the local wild life



Coral Bay Swallow chicks
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“Tourists must get the impression, in Australia there is something
around every corner that tries to bite, sting, poison or eat you!”




A shortmake-over at Carnarvon and we hikieackup north for 120km to Gnaralod G I G A 2 y X

Not a selfieg | am shooting the mirror in frarof me
which reveals thé LINEmaAgeEXIRTAMhe
right way round!

Space museum
at Carnarvon

Fair dinkum, this is a first a real MATRIX hair cut




Ocean in motion -
Quobba blow holes







